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Dekan Dr. Michael Glöckner 

Evangelischer Stadtkirchenkreis Kassel 

 

Sermon of the 12th of February 2023 

 

Let´s talk about love. What is love? Is it 
-An amazing feeling? 
-An emotion my heart is full of? 
-To forget the world and get swept up in the moment? 
-Having a total crush? 
-The opposite of hate? 
-Or responsibility and respect? 
 
Whenever you ask someone about what love means,you´ll get a different answer each 
time. 
Most people would agree that a life without love would be a very sad and poor life. 
Don´t forget: Every single human being exists because of the love of two people. 
The first feeling we get from our parents is love. At least I hope so. 
Whenever someone dies or leaves our lives, we miss them because we loved them so 
much.  
As the saying goes, „All you need is love“. You can say that again! 
One of the most famous quotes in the New Testament about love is from Paul, the Apostle: 
„So now faith, hope, and love abide, and of the three;the greatest of these is love.“  
(1Cor 13:13) 
The greatest of these is love. I think love is not only the greatest of these three, Love is the 
greatest of all feelings and emotions. 
On February 14th, two days from now, we celebrate Saint Valentine´s Day. 
Candy and cards, flowers and gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name of 
St. Valentine. 
Many people associate this day mostly with romance. And many of our traditions and cul-
tures confirm this idea. 
But in fact, the origin of this holiday isn´t really romantic. And the history of Valentine´s Day 
goes way back. It was far less about passion and courtship than how it´s celebrated today. 
This holiday’s history is shrouded in mystery. There are different versions regarding stories 
about St. Valentine, who he was, and how it connects to Christianity. 
One of the most well-known versions is that Valentine was a priest who served during the 
third century in Rome. During this time, Emperor Claudius II. decided that unmarried men 
made better soldiers than those with wives and families, so he outlawed marriage for young 
men.  
Upon realizing the injustice of this decree, Valentine defied Claudius and continued to per-
form marriages for young lovers in secret.  
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Not only did he marry the couples, he also often gave them flowers from his own garden.  
People believed that the marriages that he performed had been under a lucky star. 
When Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. 
What can we learn from this St. Valentine and his message to the world more than 1.700 
years later? 
I´m sure that it is much more than just candy and cards, flowers and gifts. 
Love is one of the most important values in our world. 
St. Valentine knew that marriage was good and honored by God. 
He knew that it was grounded in love. Love is the greatest giftpeople can give and receive. 
It is not possible to buy it. You can only get, or give, love as a gift. For example, before I 
am able to love another, I am a beloved human being.It is the same in our relationship with 
God. Before I am able to love God, I am his beloved son or daughter. 
 
One of the most famous theologians of the 20th century,KARL BARTH, said, 
“The only purpose God created our world was to get something that he could love.” 
God did not want to be alone. So he „created man in his own image, the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them“. (Gen 1:27) 
Our response to this is, of course, to love God. The gospel of Mark tells us that one of the 
scribes came to Jesus and asked, „Which commandment is the most important of all?“And 
Jesus answered:„The most important is „Hear, O Israel:The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.“ This is only the first half of the answer. 
The second is the following: „You shall love your neighbour as yourself.“ 
There are no other commandments greater than these.“ (Mk 12:28-31) 
 
It means that God tells us that both of these types of love go together:loving God above all 
else and loving others as we love ourselves.Or we could look at it in this way: Whenever 
we love our neigbours, we are showing our love to God himself, because God became a 
human being and is the ultimate example of love. 

And Valentine? His life may remind us that love is the most important value in our lives.  

He gave up his life by showing his love of God and to others by performing marriages, 
which were approved by God. 

So when we talk about love,let’s remember that it is not only expressed on Valentine’s Day 
once per year, but to be shown to others every day! 

Amen. 


