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Sermon on the 8th of Mai 2022, 

in Unterneustädter church Kassel (1. Kings 3:1-15) 

 

„Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter. He 

brought her to the City of David until he finished building his palace and the temple of the 

Lord, and the wall around Jerusalem. The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high 

places, because a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the Lord. Solomon showed 

his love for the Lord by walking according to the instructions given him by his father David, 

except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places. The king went to 

Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered 

a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during 

the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” Solomon 

answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he 

was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kind-

ness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. “Now, Lord my 

God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little 

child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here among the people 

you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give your servant 

a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For 

who is able to govern this great people of yours?” The Lord was pleased that Solomon had 

asked for this. So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or 

wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in 

administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning 

heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. Moreover, 

I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your lifetime 

you will have no equal among kings. And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my 

decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life.” Then Solomon 

awoke—and he realized it had been a dream. He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the 

ark of the Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he 

gave a feast for all his court.“ 

(1. Kings 3:1-15 
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„Everything starts with a dream.“. This is our topic today. „Everything starts with a dream.“ 

Really? I think it does. A dream is the beginning of so many things.  

 

When I was young and on my way to school, I normally crossed a bridge. What caught my 

attention there was the quote of an artist. It said: „Do not dream your life, but always live 

your dream!“ More than 25 years have passed and I still remember this quote.  

 

There are people who dream their entire lives. And there are others who make their dreams 

a reality. And sometimes God appears during a dream. This happened in the case of king 

Salomon. God said to Salomon when he was a young man:„Ask what I shall give you.“  

 

If God asked me, I would have a lot of ideas: -health for my family and I and for all of those 

around me. Also to have a happy family with children that can find their paths in life. I 

always want to feel fulfilled in my profession. Finally I would like to see peace in Ukraine 

and an end to the pandemic. 

 

I imagine, King Salomon likely had a lot of wishes when he was a young man. But he went 

in a humble direction. He didn´t ask for a long life or riches. He also didn´t ask for the lives 

of his enemies. But instead Salomon asked for a „heart that listens“. 

 

At this point I would like to ask: „What would the listening heart listen for?“ 

 

Listening is one of our most important qualities. What is one able to hear? A mosquito in 

the bedroom, a motorcycle, an airplane, loud music from a club in the neigbourghood. But 

this is not what I meant when I thought about the listening heart of God. 

 

What would it listen for? First the listening heart would listen for God. What would God tell 

us today?  

 

And when God speaks it must not be loud. God can speak through silence. To Elijah, one 

of the prophets in the Holy bible, God didn´t speak through „a great and strong wind“. God 

also didn´t speak through an earthquake. And he didn´t speak through a fire. Instead, he 

spoke with „a low whisper“. And Elijah listened to the voice of God that way. (1 King 19) I 

am sure around the manger in Bethlehem, after Jesus was born, it was very silent. And 

around the cross, after Jesus died, it was deathly quiet.  

 

Maybe we would like God to speak loudly and clearly to us. In our world, to all people, so 

that the entire world would listen to him. So that the entire world would understand him. 

But so often we do not listen to him. We ignore him. 
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Maybe we listen to him in the cries of people drowning while escaping over the Mediter-

ranean Sea. Maybe we listen to him in the bunkers in Mariupol or Charkiv. Maybe we listen 

to him when a person dies at the hospital. 

 

In these situations, if the listening heart listens to God, it will listen to humanbeings first 

and foremost, because God became a humanbeing himself. That is the deep meaning of 

the incarnation. 

 

„Hear, O Israel: The Loard our God, the Loard is one. You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.“ (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) Two 

times a day, in the morning and in the evening Jewish People remind others how important 

it is to listen. Whoever listens to someone will not dream his life but make his dreams a 

reality. 

Amen.  

 

 


